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Form Data processing

Once you have created your form you need to consider where the data goes.
When you submit a form the data is sent from your computer to the server.

It is directed to a nominated page which includes instructions to process the
data.

There are two common approaches.

Option 1

The most common approach is to have your form results sent to a nominated
e-mail address. This is accomplished by a form handling script on the server
which takes your data and uses it to create an e-mail which is forwarded to
the nominated address.

Most leading Hosting services will provide commercial customers with a
standard form to mail script using CGI and Perl. Similar results can be
achieved using other server side technologies eg ColdFusion or ASP.

In this guide we will look at using a typical form handling script as provided
by a hosting service. These should be tested, reliable and easy to use.

Note

If your web hosting service doesn’t provide a standard form handling script,
you need to review your planning processes! In your web site planning you
need to identify the features you wish to provide on your site. Then select a
hosting service that supports the technologies required to deliver those
features. Don’t shop for hosting on price alone!!!

Option 2

You may wish to have the form data entered into a database. Dreamweaver
MX can create pages to achieve this using many leading server side
technologies including ASP. Contact your account manager at IT&T Education
for details of the training 1 can provide to assist you in this area



